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Baltimore Yearly Meeting Proposed Queries on Meeting for Worship 
In what ways do I prepare my heart and mind to receive the power of Godôs presence and love?  

How does worship deepen my relationship with God? How is this inspiration carried over into my daily 

life?  Are our meetings for worship held in expectant waiting for Divine guidance? How do activities of 

our Meeting find their inspiration in worship? In what ways does worship uphold meeting activities? 

Meeting for Worship: Voices 

In worship we have our neighbors to right and left, before and behind, yet the Eternal Presence is over all 

and beneath all. Worship does not consist in achieving a mental state of concentrated isolation from oneôs 

fellows. But in the depth of common worship it is as if we found our separate lives were all one life, within 

whom we live and move and have our being.      Thomas R Kelly, 1938  

 For, when I came into the silent assemblies of Godôs people I felt a secret power among them which 

touched my heart; and as I gave way unto it I found the evil weakening in me and the good raised up; and so I 

became thus knit and united unto them, hungering more and more after the increase of this power and life, 

whereby I might feel myself perfectly redeemed.é      Robert Barclay, 1678 

Meeting for Worship: Advices 

The heart of the Religious Society of Friends is the Meeting for Worship. In worship we are called to 

seek Godôs will with our entire being: body, mind, and soul. In our Meetings for Worship, we are called to 

listen with prayerful obedience to God, with a willingness to give as well as to receive. In speech or in silence, 

each person contributes to the Meeting. Worshipping God together, we can strengthen one another, and our 

bodies and minds can be refreshed in the life of the Spirit. Our daily lives are linked with the Meeting, the 

Meeting for Worship with our daily lives. ñLet meeting for worship nourish your whole life.ò (Britain Yearly 

Meeting, Quaker Faith and Practice, 1.02.10)  

 Calendar (* indicates story in the newsletter) 

August 1
st
 ï Jean Jones Andersen Bequest Use Committee proposal meeting at rise of meeting.* 

August 1
st
 ï Hull Street Buffet Dinner offerings should be at the Meetinghouse by 5:15 pm.* 

August 14
th

 ï Take a Second for Peace walk. Meet at The Virginia Museum of Fine Arts at 9 am. 

August 15
th

 ï No Meeting for Business, worship until noon. 

August 22
nd

 ï Potluck lunch at rise of meeting. Please come and bring a dish. All are welcome. 

September 12
th

 ï New Members Welcome at rise of meeting. 

September 12
th

 ï RE begins; teachers will meet with parents between 11:20 and noon.* 

September 12
th

 ï Meetingwide Picnic. 

September  19
th

 ï Richmond Peace Festival at Mary Munford Elementary School. 

September  21
st
 ï International Day of Peace vigil and candlelight neighborhood walk. 

September  27
th

 ï Quaker House Focus Group at 7 pm.*  

Child care is available each First Day starting at 9:15 am  

for Bible Workbench, and 9:30 and 11:00 worship. 
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News Among Us 

Phoebe Antrim's beloved husband, Joe, died suddenly on June 3 shortly after having been diagnosed 

with 4th stage metastasized colon cancer. 

What Canst Thou Say? As we enjoy our summer, letôs make note of any reflections we may have about 

gifts we have received from Jean Jones Andersen. Photos, recipes, stories, poemsðall will be included in 

the next editions of our occasional journal What Canst Thou Say? Submit all offerings to Grace Palmer. 

Betsy Brinson will have an article about Quakers in Palestine in the September issue of Friends Journal. 

Bible Workbench 

Bible Workbench will not meet in August; the facilitators will be taking 

the month off. We will start again on Sunday, September 5.  

Religious Education Begins September 12
th

 

The Religious Education Committee and RE teachers invite parents of 

children in the RE program to meet with your childôs teachers in their classroom from 11:20 to noon on 

September 12
th
. During this meeting, weôll have a couple of forms for you to fill out and weôll  discuss 

what we see ahead for the class in 2010-11. 

From Peace & Social Concerns: GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian and Straight 

Education Network)ðan organization we support 

As an organization, GLSEN strives to assure that each member of every school community is valued and 

respected.  GLSEN seeks to develop school climates where difference is valued for the positive 

contribution it makes in creating a more vibrant and diverse community. 

It has been in existence for 20 years and became national in 1995.  GLSEN sponsors the National Day of 

Silence, No Name Calling, and many Gay/Straight Alliances in High Schools across the country.  GLSEN 

is now geared towards educating Middle School Students about the negative impact of bullying and 

harassment. A local chapter is in Richmond.  Opportunities are available for board members, and all are 

welcomed to attend meetings.  At the local level, it is an all volunteer organization. 

Hull Street Buffet Dinner August 1
st
  

Please bring your delicious offerings for the next Hull Street Dinner to the kitchen 

by 5:15 pm on August 1
st
. Donôt forget to label it for Hull Street! Questions? 

Contact Paula Powdermaker.  

Richmond Meeting to Host Quaker House Focus Group  

Do you have ideas and suggestions for Quaker House programs? Quaker House, in Fayetteville, NC, is a 

40 -year old anti-war, military counseling organization. Richmond Friends Meeting has been a longtime 

supporter of their agenda, which includes the GI Rights Hotline, an anti-torture campaign and more. 

Quaker House is beginning a review to plan for the next 10 years. Monthly Meetings are asked to convene 

focus groups to gather input for Quaker House board deliberations. Chuck Fager, QH director, will be 

retiring in 2012, and a search for his replacement will begin soon. 

We will convene a focus group on Monday, September 27 at 7 pm at the Meetinghouse. We need your 

input, so please come. For questions, please contact Dan Shaw, Janet Worsham or Betsy Brinson. 
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RE Birthdays in Eighth Month (August) 

Brooks Eason (11) 8/5 

 

 

 

 

Summer Adult Religious Education Opportunity 

Ministry and Worship is sponsoring an adult religious education opportunity for the summer, Deepening 

Worship.  In a series of five group meetings, we will be discussing the Pendle Hill pamphlet, "Four Doors 

to Meeting for Worship" by William Taber. Reading and discussion will center around individual spiritual 

practices which prepare us for Meeting, the transition into the Meeting room, Meeting for Worship and 

then going back into the outside world.  It is our vision that these discussions may enrich what each of us 

brings to corporate worship and thus deepen the experience.  

The group will meet for five sessions at 9:30 am on First Day mornings from 7/18 to 8/15.  Pamphlets 

will be available for borrow or purchase--but you must reserve one.  Please let Denna Joy know if you 

would like to attend. 

Newsletter Delivery Options 

Because of changes in bulk mailing regulations, the RFM Newsletter Committee is in the process of 

determining how we can be more efficient and cost effective in distributing the newsletter.  In the coming 

months, we will be asking members of the RFM community to declare their newsletter delivery 

preference.  The ultimate aim is to decrease the number of newsletters sent by conventional mail. 

In considering your choices, the simple truth is that getting the newsletter electronically is the least 

expensive method.  But be assured that if you wish to continue to receive your newsletter through the 

mail, such service will be provided.  Also, there always will be hard copies of the newsletter available in 

the RFM House lobby. 

There basically are six options available to you. Please choose an option and communicate your wishes to 

Kathryn Beaton. 

1. If you receive the newsletter by mail and would instead prefer to receive it electronically, please 

give Kathryn Beaton both your email address and your name, if it is not apparent from your e-mail 

address. 

2. If you receive the newsletter by mail and would instead be willing to pick up a copy in the meeting 

house, advise Kathryn Beaton of your decision  

3. If you receive the newsletter both by mail and electronically and would be happy to get it 

electronically only, communicate your wishes to Kathryn Beaton. 

4. If you wish to continue receiving the newsletter by mail only, communicate that to Kathryn 

Beaton. 

5. If you no longer want to receive a newsletter, contact Kathryn Beaton and ask to be deleted from 

the mailing list. 

6. If you receive the newsletter only electronically and wish to maintain that service, you need do 

nothing. 
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Proposal for the Use of the  

Jean Jones Andersen Bequest 

To Support Adult Spiritual Education  

1. A Joint Committee should be formed to consider written applications for financial support from 

both the Jean Jones Andersen Fund and the Mary Hulburt Fund. This five-person committee 

should include a representative chosen by Ministry and Worship, Care and Counsel, Financial 

Stewardship, and Religious Education. A fifth, at-large member of meeting should be appointed 

by the Clerk of Meeting.  

2. Applications for funds should be submitted on April 1
st
 for activities in the fall and on October 1

st
 

for activities in the spring.  

3. Applications may be submitted by committees of Meeting and by individuals.  

4. Priorities for selection will be as follows:  

a. Materials for Bible Workbench (no application required). 

b. Activities that promote adult spiritual education for the whole meeting. Expenses would 

include funds for speakers, teachers, and materials. 

c. Study by individuals at the School of the Spirit, Pendle Hill, BYM Spiritual Formation, 

and other Quaker-based learning opportunities. Priority should be given applications that 

include how the individual will share their learning with the Meeting community, 

applications that include matching funds from the individual or other funding sources, and 

applications that include more than one person attending the same activity with plans to 

share with the whole Meeting. 

5. The amount of the fund that will be awarded annually will be determined in the following manner. 

First, $20,000 of the fund shall be preserved in a permanent endowment that will grow over time. 

Second, for the next ten years, one tenth of the remainder of the fund shall be available to be 

awarded annually. All interest that is earned on the whole fund shall be reinvested in the 

endowment.  After ten years, the funds size will be the original $20,000 endowment plus all 

interest earned over that ten-year period. 

The Bequest Use Committee welcomes comments and suggestions for improving this draft 

proposal prior to its being presented to Meeting for Business in September.  Email 

communications are encouraged.  Please send your ideas to jeans.bequest@gmail.com. 

In addition, there will  be an open meeting to receive input immediately following Meeting 

for Worship on August 1
st
.  Finally, you are encouraged to offer your comments to the 

members of the Bequest Use Committee: T.J. Armstrong, Diane Bowden, Howard Garner, 

Bette Gilchrist, Steve Humphrey and Rita Willett.  
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Boaz and Ruth Invitation for National Night Out 

Join Boaz and Ruth for National Night Out 2010: America's Night Out Against Crime, to be held 

Tuesday, August 3rd, 5:30-8:00pm.  Events will include the dedication of our most recently completed 

construction project, an appreciation of all our DPW workers, a presentation by Art 180, and dinner and 

entertainment provided by neighborhood partners: 5th Street Baptist, Fresh Anointing Cathedral Church,  

and Northside Outreach Center. 

Quaker Humor from Denmark  

Seen on a bumper sticker: "I'm not a member of an organized religion. I'm a Quaker." 

Is this your first Meeting for Worship? 

It is a Lutheran's first visit to meeting. He asked the Quaker sitting next to him "When does the service 

begin?" The Quaker answered, "When the meeting is over, the service begins..." 

Solitude or politeness?  

A particular professor was known to have a sour disposition, and one day he barked at his class, "If there 

are any utter ignoramuses here, please stand up!" After a long silence, one Friend in gray slowly stood up. 

"I see," said the professor, "so you admit to being a total ignoramus, then?" "Um, not exactly, Friend," 

replied the boy, "but I do hate to see thee standing up there by thyself."  

And, from George Fox University 

A devout Quaker lived in the country all alone. One night, a burglar broke into his house. Hearing a noise, 

the Quaker woke up, grabbed a shotgun, went down the stairs, pointed the gun at the robber and said: 

"Friend, I mean thee no harm, but thou art standing where I am about to shoot." 

And, from Chuck Fager 

A Plain-Dress Punxsutawney Pete? 

Normally, Groundhog Day is observed in Second Month, which the world 

calls February. But the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting newsletter once noted 

that Friends have their own definition of a Quaker groundhog: "Comes out 

on Labor Day and sees nine months of committee meetings ahead."  

Casting Light On the Subject 

How many Quakers does it take to change a meetinghouse light bulb? Why, the whole congregation, of 

course. One Friend can install it, to be sure--but only after the rest have weightily considered whether they 

wouldn't be bearing a truer testimony to the Inner Light, not to mention simplicity, by learning to get 

along without it. 

A Further Testimony 

On the other hand, how many Quaker feminists does it take to change a light bulb? Just one--and that's 

not funny, Friend. 
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