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Baltimore Yearly Meeting Proposed Queries on Children and Young People 

How do we provide young people with explicit guidelines in Quaker faith and practice?  

How do we get to know and care for our children and young people as individuals?  

What have we learned from the wisdom expressed by our children?  

How do we share your deepest beliefs with children, while leaving them free to develop as the spirit 

of God may lead them?    

Children and Young People: Advices 

Rejoice in the presence of children and young people in meeting. Recognize and affirm the gifts that they bring 

to the life of the meeting community.  

Children and young people need their peer groups. They also need whole group sharing where they are an 

integral part of the meeting, sharing experiences that deepen relationships. Part of sharing is learning to know of 

our past as Quakers. Even more important is the sharing of what we as Quakers understand as the Truth today 

and how it shapes our lives.  

Parents are the childrenôs first teachers; they and the meeting need to help their children understand what it 

means to attend meeting for worship. Children need specific expectations placed upon them.  

All Friends need to be mentors to the children in their meeting. 

Calendar (* indicates story in the newsletter) 

February 3
rd

 ï Meeting for Healing, 7-8 pm. 

February 7
th

 ï Old Clerks/New Clerks Meeting at rise of meeting.* 

February 13
th

 ï Take a Second for Peace walk. Meet at The Virginia Museum of Fine Arts at 9 am. 

February 13
th

 ï Spiritual State of the Meeting Meeting, 9 am to Noon with shared potluck, in the 

Community Room at the meetinghouse. 

February 14
th

 ïFriendly Forum on the Sacred Feminine with Peggy O'Neill at rise of Meeting.* 

February 18
th

 ï Monthly Sacred Circle Dance for Women, with Peggy O'Neill, 7:30 to 9 pm.* 

February 21
st
 ï Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business until12:30 pm. 

February 28
th

 ï Potluck lunch at rise of meeting. Please come and bring a dish. All are welcome. 

March 7
th

 ï Katrina Relief Group Chili Luncheon & Fundraiser , at rise of meeting.* 

Child care is available each First Day starting at 9:15 am  

for Bible Workbench, and 9:30 and 11:00 worship. 
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News Among Us 

Clarisse Harton is having right hand carpal tunnel surgery on February 11.  Since the left hand surgery 

went well, she expects the right hand to go well, also. 

George Nixonôs childrenôs book The Little Boy Who Lived in Only Green Land is now in print, 

wonderfully illustrated by his granddaughter Rachael Williams. It is really a book for children of all ages. 

A book signing will be held on February 20
th
 from 2-4 pm at Book People at 536 Granite Avenue in 

Richmond. All are invited. 

Bible Workbench 

Bible Workbench in February will  meet each first-day morning in the Community Room from 9:30 to 

10:30 (promptly, please!) and child care is available upstairs.  We use a process of Socratic questioning 

which precludes arguments or "wrong" answers and encourages exploration of the scripture stories as we 

find them recurring in our own lives.  No previous bible study or experience is needed, and copies of the 

texts are provided. Come join us as we learn to "question authority"! 

RE Birthdays in February 

Annalisa Marinelli (10) 2/9 

Collette Creamer (11) 2/10 

Matthew Moliterno (17) 2/15 

Announcements from Ministry & Worship Committee 

First First First Day Coffee and Tea. No, this is not a typo! For the first 

time on the first Sunday of February, 2/7/2010, at the rise of meeting, 

Ministry and Worship will sponsor a coffee and tea. Please join us in the 

all purpose room to meet newcomers and socialize with light 

refreshments. Anyone feeling led to bring refreshments, please contact 

Denna Joy at dennajoy@comcast.net.   

The meeting to discern the Spiritual State of the Meeting for 2009 will 

be held on Saturday, February 13th. The Meeting community is invited to 

join us from 9:00 to 12:00. We will spend out time together in worship 

sharing and listening circles, to discuss the spiritual state of our meeting 

for for the past year. We will end with a shared potluck lunch. Afterward, 

Ministry and Worship committee members will meet to write a draft of the 

report which will be reviewed at business meeting and ultimately sent to 

Baltimore Yearly Meeting. Your presence is important! 

On February 14th, join us for a forum on the Divine Feminine led by Peggy O'Neill. We are looking 

forward to having Peggy share her ministry with us at the rise of meeting. 

Information about Quaker Camp Scholarships 

Funds are available to assist our children and young people who plan to attend 

Quaker camps this summer. Care and Counsel Committee is responsible for deciding 

on the disbursement of the allocated money.  The committee encourages parents to 

apply for funding if this would be helpful. 

To apply for a scholarship, make your request in writing and place it in the Care and 

Counsel mailbox by Feb. 28. Be specific in your request. 
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Monthly Sacred Circle Dance for Women 

Sacred Circle Dance for women will be offered monthly on 3rd Thursdays, January 

through May in the community room. Women of all ages are invited to join the 

circle each month, or as often as you can.  The dances have simple, repetetive steps 

that allow us to turn off our busy minds and be fully present in our bodies in the 

present moment.  Each dance is gently taught, and no previous dance experience is 

required. Peggy O'Neill has been leading Sacred Circle Dance at Quaker gatherings 

since 1997 as part of her ministry. Suggested donation. 

February 14: Friendly Forum on the Sacred Feminine with 

Peggy O'Neill  

War, climate catastrophe, economic collapse, poverty, racism, sexism...all are 

fostered by the patriarchal systems of government and religion that have been 

dominant the last few thousand years. At rise of meeting on February 14, come learn and discuss how the 

Sacred Feminine is needed to restore balance and harmony to our world, and remember the important role 

Quakers have played in this effort throughout their history. Portions of the acclaimed Canadian Film 

Board production, Women and Spirituality, will be shown. Men and women of all ages are welcome. 

Peggy O'Neill has recently completed the year-long Way of Ministry program of the School of the Spirit, 

after a year of study at Pendle Hill, and offers this forum to RFM as a part of her ministry.  

Old Clerks, New Clerks Meeting on February 7 

The Old Clerks, New Clerks meeting will take place at the rise of Meeting on First Day, February 7.  

This is an important orientation and transition meeting and we hope all outgoing and incoming clerks, as 

well as individuals serving in key leadership positions will plan to attend. 

Katrin a Relief Groupôs Fifth Trip  

As you know, we are going again (5th time!), April 3 to 11th. We work hard and 

have fun. Contributions, tax deductible, go to Richmond Friends Meeting with 

Katrina Relief Group noted on the notation line of the check. Call Ada Hammer 

or Frances Stewart. 

On March 7th, at rise of Meeting, the Katrina Relief Group will be having a Chili 

Luncheon--fund raiser.  All are welcome for good eats and friendship. 

Ad hoc Exploratory Committee on Jean Jones Andersenôs Bequest 

Consistent with direction from the Meeting (see First Month business minutes), the clerk has named the 

following people to an ad hoc Exploratory Committee to address practical questions arising from Jeanôs 

offer of either money or her home to advance Adult Spiritual Education: Dan Shaw (clerk), Aubrey Ford, 

Anne Gray, Kirsten Hoogakker, and Barbara Myers. This group includes representatives of Financial 

Stewardship, Buildings & Grounds, and the Trustees. 

Concurrently, the Committee on Ministry & Worship will be working to clarify Meetingôs adult spiritual 

education needs and to discern whether the house, the money, or neither would best advance those goals. 

The two committees will seek input from the Meeting community and will strive to reach a joint 

recommendation prior to the April Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business. 

Please communicate your ideas to any member of the Exploratory Committee or the Committee on 

Ministry & Worship: Chris Olson-Vickers (clerk), T. J. Armstrong, Howard Garner, Clarisse Harton, 

Sanford Hostetter, Jean James, Bill Jordan, Denna Joy, Barbara Myers, Same Rugg, Christy Wooddy, 

Wayne Young. 

 


